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STATE AND FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS IN PUBLIC HEALTH 

WORK. 

Among the interesting papers discussed at the recent Conference 
of State and Provincial Health Officers at Atlantic City were those 
dealing with the foundation of Federal public health functions and 
the relations between Federal and State governments in public health 
work. These subjects were presented in two papers: One by Dr. 
Frank J. Goodnow, president of Johns Hopkins University, and the 
other by Assistant Surgeon Gen. Allan J. McLaughlin, of the United 
States Public Health Service. 

In this number of Public Health Reports the paper by Dr. Mc- 
Laughlin is presented, and it is hoped that Dr. Goodnow's address 
can be published in a later number. 

Students of public health will undoubtedly find these papers of 
interest as revealing the recent trend in the interpretations given 
the constitutional basis of the relationship between Federal and State 
governments in public health work. 



PROPER RELATION OF FEDERAL AND STATE GOVERNMENTS 
IN PUBLIC HEALTH WORK. 1 

By Allan J. McLaughlin, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

The ideal relation between Federal and State governments in public 
health work should be such as to insure the covering between them 
of the entire field of public health. All gaps should be covered by 
one or the other jurisdiction, and in twilight zones there should be 
the most complete understanding of a frank policy which would pre- 
clude overlapping, duplication, or conflict. 

If, under such a policy, the Federal Public Health Service did work 
which the State should do but was unable to do, the Federal Health 
Service would be acting presumably under its authority to assist 
States, and its activities should not continue beyond the time when 
the state officials were able and willing to take over the work. 

' Read before the Conference of State and Provincial Boards of Health, June 7, 1919, at Atlantic City, 
N. J., and published in the American Journal of Public Health, August, 1919. 
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